
 

          “Always let your conscience be your guide”. 

Conscience, Morals & Decision Making 
‘It’s easy to go wrong’. 

Words of Wisdom 
 

‘A human being must always obey 

the certain judgment of conscience. If 

he were deliberately to act against it, 

he would condemn himself. Yet it can 

happen that moral conscience 

remains in ignorance and makes 

erroneous judgments about acts to be 

performed or already committed- 

Para 179’. 

It’s Easy To Go Wrong 
 

Decisions of conscience are complex, not simple. Because 

conscience is part of the human make-up, it can be limited, 

weak, or uninformative, just as it can be clear, strong and 

knowledgeable. Therefore each person must develop and 

inform his or her conscience, so that the choices that that 

person makes are the best that they can be. 

 

To make a good decision it is necessary to have as much 

information as possible. A person is free to follow his or 

her conscience if a genuine effort has been made to 

search out the moral truth of a situation. 
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Pinocchio Analysis 

The story of Pinocchio was written in 1883 by the author 
Carlos Collodi. The story begins when an old and lonely 
wood-caver, Gepetto, carves a marionette called 
Pinocchio. Gepetto, a widow whose wife was unable to 
bear him a child, had always wanted a son and one night 
wished upon a shooting star that his beloved Pinocchio 
would come to life. One night, the Blue Fairy appears and 
grants Gepetto with his wish saying, “You have brought 
happiness onto others so you deserve for your wish to 
come true”.  The Blue Fairy says to Pinocchio, “If you 
want to become a real boy, you must learn to be brave, 
truthful and unselfish. You must learn to choose between 
right and wrong”. He is then granted a conscience (Jiminy 
Cricket) to guide him through life.  
 
Throughout his adventures, Pinocchio encounters a 
number of challengers, and at times, is misguided. His first 
encounter was with two troublesome schoolboys followed 
by two con artists. Here, Pinocchio ignored Gepetto’s 
instruction and skipped school to go visit the marionette 
play. This is where the con artists took advantage of 
Pinocchio and used his gifts for their own personal gain. 

Every time Pinocchio went against his consciences and 
took a moral risk, he had to face the consequences. These 
consequences served as a punishment such as, risking his 
life, having a nose that grew every time he lied, as well as 
turning into a donkey. Every wrong choice he made affect 
Gepetto and those who cared for him, including the Blue 
Fairy. Nevertheless, his negative experiences allowed him 
to learn what was right and wrong, and what was good 
and bad. This lesson enabled Pinocchio to become honest, 
compassionate and generous, as he worked effortlessly to 
rectify his mistakes. As an award for learning the true 
values of life, Pinocchio awakes one morning to find 
himself transformed into a real boy. 

Denelle Gale Analyst: http://pinocchioandreligion.weebly.com/index.html 
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Character Analysis 
PINOCCHIO: is the main character. He is Gepetto’s innocent and well-behaved puppet, which gets the 

opportunity to become a real boy. Pinocchio, must prove that he is brave, unselfish and truthful in order 
to become a real boy. However, he faces a number of challenges before proving himself worthy. 

GEPETTO: is Pinocchio’s creator. He has always wanted a son, and because of his extreme generosity 

his wish for a son is granted. Gepetto is a very devoted father, as he attempted to teach Pinocchio 
valuable lessons. When Pinocchio fails to return back from school, he immediately leaves the house 
searching for him. 

JIMINY CRICKET: Jiminy is assigned to be Pinocchio’s conscience. He proves to be a very good 

friend to Pinocchio and stays by his side, guiding him through all of his challenges. 

THE BLUE FAIRY: The Blue Fairy is responsible for making dreams comes true. She is the one who 

fulfils Gepetto’s dream and teaches Pinocchio the moral lessons of life. She allows him to become aware 
of his conscience and teaches him the difference between right and wrong. Some scholars would argue 
that the Blue Fairy is a representation of God.

FOULFELLOW & GIDEON: These two are the “bad boys” of the film. They represent the concept of 

‘temptation’ and are responsible for luring Pinocchio into doing the wrong things.

STROMBOLI: is the con artist who is obsessed with making money. In the film, he is shown take 

advantage of Pinocchio in his puppet show. He then locks him up in a cage to ensure that his new “star 
of the show” does not return home to his father. 

THE COACHMAN: This character is a deceitful man, as he appears to be nice at first. He let’s the 

children reign over Pleasure Island, where they can do whatever they want. Eventually his dark side 
takes over and the children eventually turn into donkeys and he uses them as slaves.  

Denelle Gale Analyst: http://pinocchioandreligion.weebly.com/index.html 
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Themes of Temptation 

While Pinocchio is trying to show that he is brave, 
unselfish and truthful, he gets tempted easily. On the 
way to school, Pinocchio gives into Foulfellow’s and 
Gideon’s offer, to take the “easy road to success”. 
Pinocchio learns his lesson quickly at this point, as 
Stromboli won’t let him return home to see his father, 
but he didn’t think about this before he decided to take 
the easy way out. 

When Pinocchio is locked up, he can’t get out himself, or 
even with the help of Jiminy. The only thing that can 
release him from captivity is the Blue Fairy. Once 
Pinocchio was out of that bad situation, he is again 
tempted by Foulfellow. He goes to Pleasure Island, 
which is “a place with no school (knowledge) and laws 

(morals)” and kids are free to “eat, drink, smoke, fight 

and destroy at will”. 

Some critics say that Pleasure Island is a metaphor 
for a life of “ignorance,” the search for instant 

gratification and the satisfaction of one’s lowest 
impulses. The children don’t receive the life that they 
were promised on Pleasure Island. Instead, they are 
turned into donkeys and used as slaves. Once 
Pinocchio regains his conscience, he is able to escape 
“the easy road” and go back home. 

Denelle Gale Analyst: http://pinocchioandreligion.weebly.com/index.htm 
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Moral Code 

The story of Pinocchio teaches many moral lessons to its audience. For instance, when the Blue Fairy 
granted Gepetto’s wish, she sets out a series of conditions for Pinocchio to abide to. If Pinocchio 
wants to be transformed into a real boy, he has to prove himself to be brave, truthful and unselfish. 
The Blue Fairy then tells him that he needs to be able to distinguish between right and wrong, and 

he needs to be a good boy. She told him that he shouldn’t lie and that he should always listen to his 

conscience.  This moral upbringing is no different from any religious or secular society, where a book 

of laws (including the Bible, Torah, Koran) imposes strict rules and regulation on their followers to 
help them receive a satisfactory life. In Pinocchio’s case, he was given strict rules and regulations to 
follow to help him receive the award of real life. When Pinocchio’s mind strays away from the 
teachings that the Blue Fairy has shared with him, he seems to get into trouble just, like we do if we 
were to stray away from our common laws. 

            Unintentional Religious Themes 

Walt Disney never had any intentions on including religion themes into his films. However, many 
critics had often found religious like themes and implications in the moral teachings of Disney. In 
Pinocchio, the Blue Fairy seems to posses a supreme power over all, suggesting that she could 
represent a God like figure. On the other hand, Foulfellow and Gideon seem to represent the dark side 
of religion, the sin of temptation or the devil. The moral teachings of honesty, faith, truth, love and 
right doing are also religious values that are constantly installed into children. 

          
        “You have done good onto other, so you deserve to have your wish come true”. 

Denelle Gale Analyst: http://pinocchioandreligion.weebly.com/index.html 



 

 

Jonah & The Whale 
The creator of Pinocchio references the biblical story of Jonah 
and the whale. The use of this scene is to highlight the common 
theme of redemption. Both Jonah and Pinocchio find 
redemption in the belly of the whale. In Pinocchio’s case, he 
proved himself to be brave, truthful and unselfish by risking his 
life in order to save his father. However, Jonah was given the 
chance to reflect and acknowledge his flaws before he was spat 
out by the whale and given a second chance. 

THE LOREM IPSUMS FALL 2012 Denelle Gale Analyst: http://pinocchioandreligion.weebly.com/index.html 



 

 

 


